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Climate change could affect different parts of the 

world in different ways.

Scientists have identified some of the likely effects of 

climate change. 

Click on the buttons to find out more.
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CAFOD works with local organisations to 

support poor communities in more than 40 

countries worldwide. Some of them are 

already dealing with the effects of climate 

change on health and livelihoods in the 

poorest communities on Earth today. 



Flooding may increase in some areas.

More intense and unpredictable rainfall could 

produce more flash floods. In coastal areas 

flooding could occur due to more frequent 

storms and higher sea levels. 
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Drought Flooding affects lives - washing away 

homes, schools and even people. People 

also need clean, fresh water to live. If 

flood water contaminates the drinking 

water supply many people can get sick.



People living on small, low-lying islands may have 

to evacuate and millions of people in low-lying 

areas will be at risk of flooding.

Salt from rising sea levels could pollute ground

water making it undrinkable and more difficult to

grow crops.
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Scientists say sea levels could rise by the

end of the century.  There are two reasons

why this could happen.

1. As the water in the oceans warms, it

expands and takes up more space. 

2. Ice from the polar caps and from glaciers

is melting, adding more water to the seas. 



Droughts are likely to be more frequent and more 

intense. 

This could mean water shortages for up to 

four billion people and food shortages for 

250 million people.*

*Source: Stern Review on the economics of climate change, 2006.
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In some areas there will be less 

water available for drinking and to 

water crops because there

will be less rain. 



Intense storms, know as hurricanes, cyclones and 

typhoons (depending on where they occur in the 

world) could happen much more often and be more 

intense as a result of rising sea surface temperature.
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Drought Storms can be devastating to the 

lives of people living in the affected 

area; with damage to homes and 

schools and loss of lives.



Experts agree that temperature rises must be 

below a rise of 2°C to help limit dangerous 

climate change.
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The earth is getting hotter –

the first decade of 21st century has been, 

by far, the warmest decade

since records started in 1850.
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Click on the map to read about the different impacts climate change can have 

and how CAFOD is helping communities adapt and prepare.
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* source : http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?ID=6
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Every year the monsoon rainy season 

floods up to one third of the country. It is 

really important to farmers as it helps 

make the land fertile. Rice is grown in the 

rainy season and wheat and vegetables 

are grown in the winter months. 

In 2004 and 2007 the flooding was much 

worse than usual. It affected 40 of the 

country’s 64 districts. Almost five million 

people, about the same number of people 

that live in the whole of Scotland*, were 

affected; 80 schools were completely 

ruined and another 2,000 schools were 

partially damaged. 

* http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?ID=6

Bangladesh – Monsoon flooding
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CAFOD helped by providing clean water, food and materials so 

that people could build shelters. CAFOD has also worked with 

local organisations to build schools on stilts that can also be 

used as cyclone shelters!

Bangladesh
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Scientists believe that the 

effects of climate change -

such as more cyclones, 

stronger monsoons and 

rising sea levels - could 

make flooding in Bangladesh 

much worse and more 

difficult to predict. 



Protecting trees.

Trees and plants could be described as the green 

lungs of our planet. They do a brilliant job of turning 

CO2, water and energy (from sunlight) into oxygen. 

This process is called photosynthesis.

In Cambodia CAFOD is helping to stop deforestation. 

Villagers in O’Chra village collect resin by tapping 

trees. This means making a cut in the wood and 

collecting the resin that drips into a container. 

Most of the resin is sold to paint onto boats

to make them waterproof.

But illegal tree-logging companies have put the 

villagers under pressure. They want the resin 

tappers to sell their trees so that they can be cut

down for wood. Some of the farmers were told 

that if they didn’t sell their trees, they would be 

cut down anyway and then they’d get nothing!
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Some of the tappers sold

some of their trees because they felt 

they had no choice. This meant they could 

no longer make a living from them or pass 

them on to their children. Large parts of 

the forest have been destroyed.

This helps them protect the trees from being 

cut down and therefore protect their future.

*Development Partnership in Action
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